CONTENTS

Acknowledgments

Foreword

1 Brownsville’s Legendary Teacher: Jesse Coldren
Legendary Brownsville teacher taught for half a century
Jesse Coldren’s unusual gift to his church
The true tragedy of the life of Jesse Coldren
Former students remember Mr. Coldren

Unlocked door reveals a remarkable surprise

2 Going To The Movies! The Strand and The Plaza
The Strand Theater provided moderately priced entertainment
The Plaza Theatre: Brownsville’s grandest showplace
Movies were not the only attractions at the Plaza
The Strand Theater made a dramatic exit

And then there was one: The Plaza Theatre

3 Castor Oil and Spider Webs: Old Time Cures
A quick dip could cure that poison ivy itch
Who says there is no cure for the common cold?
Soda pop bottle helped cure painful boils
Spiders provided a helpful remedy for a bleeding wound
Daily dose made children shudder!

Castor oil could get things moving

11
16
21

26
31
39
43
48

52
55
59
63
66
70



4 The Leader of the Band: Sammy Bill
Former Redstone band director comes from a musical family
Redstone band directors shared Italian heritage but different styles
Sammy Bill led the BAHS marching band to a national championship

Retirement has not slowed down Sammy Bill

5 The Big Wind: Remembering the Storm of 1936
Post card photograph prompts story of 1936 tornado
Sharing memories of the Storm of 1936

Mother Nature strikes a blow for humility

6 No Brakes! Runaway Trucks on Brownsville’s Hills
Recent accident in Brownsville prompts reader’s short story

Latest crash rekindles memories of 1951 tragedy

7 Taming the Monongahela: Brownsville’s Locks and Dams
Walking across the Mon
Searching for remnants of old Lock No. 5 at Denbo
Memories of life at the Brownsville lockkeeper’s house
Building Locks and Dam No. 5 at Brownsville
Traveling through Lock No. 5 at Brownsville
The final days of Lock No. 5 at Brownsville

Maxwell Locks and Dam are nearing a half-century of service

8 Witness to a Century Along the Mon: Harold Laughery
Harold Laughery has witnessed many decades of local history
“Chops” Laughery recalls an unusual home invasion
Reflections on a century of change along the Mon

93
98
103

106
110

115
118
123
126
132
136
140

145
149
154



9 End of an Era: Pre-Revolutionary Luzerne Property Is Sold
Sale of pre-Revolutionary Luzerne property marks end of an era

Remembering “Tommy Crawford’s Field”

10 A Brownsville-Built Treasure: Unearthing the Arabia
Why the Great White Arabia lay hidden beneath a cornfield
Four friends make the discovery of a lifetime

Treasures of the steamboat Arabia are now on display

11 Pink Chicks and Onion-Dyed Eggs: Remembering
Easter Traditions
Readers share memories of Easters past

Unusual family competition was an Easter tradition

12 Dedicated to Serving His Home Town: Jack Sabo
West Brownsville man has served his community for half a century

Jack Sabo has witnessed fifty years of borough change

13 The Banker and the Librarian: The Story of the
Brownsville Free Public Library
Unusual fagade gives clue to origin of Brownsville library building
Librarian’s darkest hour brings a ray of hope for Brownsville
Residents share fond memories of visiting the Brownsville library

14 Brownsville and World War 11: At Home and Abroad
Remembering December 7, 1941 in Brownsville
Answering the challenge after Pearl Harbor
Defending the Home Front

161
165

170
173
178

184
188

193
197

201
207
212

218
221
225



Brownsville students and faculty went off to war

Life on the Home Front during World War 11

Two Brownsville men were on the ill-fated S. S. Dorchester
Four chaplains’ sacrifice inspires all generations

One more casualty: The Commander-in-Chief

15 Peering Into the Past: Images of 19" Century Brownsville

A selection of the earliest known photographic images of Brownsville

Appendix: Dates of original publication of newspaper articles

Index

229
238
241
245
248

254

274

275



