CHAPTER 19

PEERING INTO THE PAST:
IMAGES OF A BYGONE ERA

The first four volumes of the LOOKING BACK series were illustrated
by 387 historical photographs. With the addition of VVolume Five, the
now-completed five-volume LOOKING BACK series has presented more
than 500 historical photographs of everyday life in Brownsville and
vicinity during the “good old days.”

Among the photographs in this special chapter of expanded-caption
images are “panoramic views” of Brownsville, Bridgeport, West
Brownsville, and some outlying areas beyond the borough limits. In
order to enlarge these photographs as much as possible, some pictures
are presented in a “landscape” format (facing the side of the page). The
larger size of these photographs on the printed page should make it easier
to examine details in the pictures.

(Top photo, next page) This is a rare view of Bank Street, seen from the
intersection of Bank and High streets. This picture is dated c. 1900 — 1909.
The building visible on the right is now the home of the Brownsville
aerie of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. The empty lot between the corner
and the present-day Eagles building was a fenced-in lawn when this photo
was taken. Today, that lot is the site of the Crawford building (built in
1909) in which Antique Grill is located. The buildings on the left were
removed in the 1960s when the Fayette County Redevelopment Authority
razed all of the buildings in that block to construct a municipal parking lot.

(Bottom photo, next page) This view from the Gallatin Bank building,
taken in the 1950s or early 60s, shows the entire block that was razed to
build a parking lot. Among the businesses in the four High Street buildings
shown were Mitchell’s Nut Shop, Dileanis shoe shop, Frank’s Auto Supply,
Trumper’s clothing store, and the National Hotel. In the distance, the
town’s parking congestion was evidenced by cars parked diagonally on
Seneca Street, filling the lot across Brownsville Avenue from the A&P
supermarket, and patronizing the municipal lot behind the A&P.
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(Above) This 1932 photograph shows the interior of the Brownsville
Wright-Metzler Department Store. The photo illustrates what a typical
department store looked like in the early 1930s. Seven of the nine
individuals in the photograph are identified in a handwritten note on the
back of the picture. They are Mrs. Lizia Nanns, Mrs. Bertha Troutman,
Mrs. Mary Craft, Mr. William Troth, Mr. Ray Miller, Mrs. Pauline
McCreery (with the dark-rimmed glasses on the right), and Miss Katherine
Britten.

The store occupied two floors and was located between the Cast Iron
Bridge and the G. C. Murphy Co. The Brownsville store was one of several
area Wright-Metzler stores (including Connellsville and Uniontown
locations) and was part of the American Department Stores Corporation.

(Top, next page) This photograph, taken c. 1940, shows a view of Nema-
colin Castle’s grounds slightly different than we are familiar with today.
There appear to have been fewer large trees dotting the terraced grounds
during the 1940s than there are today.

Of note was the apparently recent renovation of the lower flight of
steps leading up the hill. The stairs, which are still there today but rarely
used, connected Market Street to Front Street.

The large structure visible beyond the top of the stairs was the
Brownsville Junior High School on Front Street. Some school students may
have used the pictured stairs in the 1940s, but most chose to walk up or
down the occasionally slick brick pavement (or sidewalk) of steep Front
Street hill on their trek to and from school each day.
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(Below) A winter day’s chilly weather did not deter plenty of bowler hat-
topped rubberneckers from converging on Water Street to view the
wreckage of a train in Bridgeport (South Brownsville).

The letters “P.McK.&Y” on the derailed car stand for “Pittsburgh,
McKeesport, and Youghiogheny” (nicknamed P-Mickey), a railroad that
merged with the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie (P&LE) Railroad. Several
horse-drawn buggies are making their way along the snow-covered street,
indicating that this photo dates to around the turn of the century (c. 1900)
and possibly earlier.
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(Above) Another winter scene, this one around 1960, shows the concrete
piers of the Lane-Bane Bridge awaiting the spring for construction to
resume. Of interest in this photo is the partially bare hillside beyond the
last pier on the West Brownsville side of the river.

West Brownsville residents may recall the “Indian Rock,” a large
overhanging boulder on that hillside, which yielded many arrowheads to
youthful amateur archaeologists digging beneath the protective shelter of
the outcrop. When part of that hillside was removed by excavation to make
way for the western approach to the bridge, the Indian Rock became just
another childhood memory for those who had visited it in their youth.

(Next page) In 1814, the towns of Brownsville and Bridgeport (later South
Brownsville) were each established as boroughs by legislative action of the
Pennsylvania General Assembly.

One hundred years later in the summer of 1914, both boroughs pulled
out all the stops in staging a centennial celebration. 48-star flags and
patriotic bunting bedecked every available utility pole, awning, and balcony
in Brownsville’s Neck.

In this photograph, a lone light is suspended above the bend in the
street, and an overhead sign warns automobile drivers and operators of
horse-drawn conveyances to “Run Slowly” to avoid a car-horse collision.

High on the side of a tall building, the painted Coca Cola advertise-
ment (“Coca Cola 5¢”), brilliantly white in 1914, slowlyly faded with time,
lasting many years after a bottle of Coke no longer cost a nickel.
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(Above) This seldom-seen undated photograph shows the J. D. Armstrong
Drug Store in the Neck. According to the sign in the window, the store may
be going out of business. The building to the left of Armstrong Drug is the
structure where Kaufman’s Department Store was once located and later
Kart’s ladies’ store. The building in which Armstrong was located (25
Market) was occupied by Sidler’s store later in the 20" century. To the
right of Armstrong Drug in the photo is Hormell and Son’s clothing store.
Since this photo is undated, it is always intriguing to search for clues in
the picture that might indicate an approximate year. One clue is the
surface of Market Street. It is brick. Research turned up a story in the
Brownsville Telegraph detailing the headaches caused by the paving of
Market Street through the Neck with concrete. The Neck was closed for a
month in the autumn of 1930 so that crews could relocate utilities and
prepare for the laying of the concrete. Traffic on the National Road, which
was always heavy in this bottleneck, was diverted through Snowdon Square
and over the Brownsville Avenue bridge, then up Shady Avenue to Bank
Street and down to High Street. Estimated date for the photo is ¢. 1920s.
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264 & LOOKING BACK: The Best of Glenn Tunney

Many people who drive down Market Street hill to the Neck do not realize
that just after they pass the intersection with Albany Road, they are driving
over a railroad tunnel. The first photo (below), taken in 1964 from the
Lane-Bane Bridge, shows that railroad tunnel, which was built under
already-existing Market Street and Front Street around 1906.

The tunnel allowed trains to be routed under Market and Front
streets, past the rear of the one-time A&P supermarket, then along Dunlap
Creek, passing over several beautifully designed stone bridges that spanned
the winding creek. When rail operations eventually ceased, the arched
bridges fell into disrepair, and most of them have since been removed.

The tunnel under the two streets was not bored through the hillside, so
by some definitions, it was not a “tunnel.” It was a “cut and cover” project,
meaning that a deep crevasse was dug through Market Street and Front
Street hill. Masonry was fashioned to form the shape of a “tunnel,” then
dirt was filled in on top of the completed masonry. Then a new road
surface was laid on Market Street and lower Front Street hill.

The second and third photos (next page) show the project as it was
happening around 1906. The crevasse is shown with a temporary wooden
bridge spanning it to allow access to and from the Neck. In the third photo,
the rubble from the excavation is shown piled at the foot of Front Street.

The tunnel, while no longer in use today, is still there. It has been
filled with rubble from the demolition of the Monongahela Railway
roundhouse in South Brownsville.

Notice that in 1964, the parking area between Albany Road and the
railroad tracks was in use. Note also that some time after the railroad
tunnel was built, a small building was constructed on top of the tunnel.
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